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^ATiS Qucftion, Whether a Many rvithouf. fuhmit^ 
ting hu judgment to an infallible Guide m Earthy 
. may arrive at cjertainty in Matters of Faith. p. i.. 
Tie Moment cftbU Queftion.: ?• 2u 

The Temptations to a belief of the negative part ^ it^ 

Sloth ^if^/ vitious Humility. p. x. 

Jhe Refolution.of^tbeQ^fiioH infix Trof options. • p. 3; 
Propo/I I . The True Faith and the Profejfton of it never 

failed yety nor fkaO it ever faily in aU places. 3,4,5'» 
Ppopofl z. Wherefoever God requires Faith , he gives 
- means fuficient for the obtaining of it. 5'^ d. 

Propof. 3, WhaifoeverthofemiansareytheABofAjfentis 
\ ultimately refolved into each Mans reafon. • ^> 7, 8* 
Propof. 4. No true reafon dire^eth to an infallible Guide on 

EarthJ ■ ^ *;, i 

Ihis is proved by feveral Confiderations. '■'- 

jConfid. I. God did not fet up fuch a Ouide among^ the 

Ifraelites. 8, 9. 

A Confid. 



TheCONtENTS 

Confide %. God bath no where fromifedfiek a Guide t& 
Chrifikms. 9» '^-^ 

Either dbreHfy. lO^ ii» li*^ 

Or hy coftfequence. i^>i3* 

Coofid. 3. God bath not given direHumfor tbefindi$ig of 
fuch a Guide ; which he would have done^ had he de^ 
Jigned thefetting of him uf. ^h^^" 

ConTid 4. iVe cannot find out fuch a one ty the ftrHlefi 
enumeration. 14. 

For I. This Guide is not the Church diffiifive of the 
firfi Ages. 14. 

tJor %. the Faith of aB the Governouis of all the fri^ 
mi true Churches. 14* " 

Nor 3. An Ufiiver&l^r General CounciL 14, i^Sy 

. x6, 17. 

Which whilft the Reformed deny^ they do not afume to 
. themfehes fuch Authpritj in their Synods. 1 7* 1 8. 
tJor A. Is this Guide am piefent Church pretending to 

declare the feufi of tM Churches rf former Ages. 1 8^ 

19. 
Nor 5. Is this Guide the Biihojp o{ Rome. xo. 

This is /hewed fy the following Arguments. 
Arg. I* The Romamfts themfehes are net at agreement 

aUut his Authority. . xo« 

Are. X. The infalliile Guidance of it is denied in tbe^fui^ 

lick form of the Popes Profemoo. . xx. 

Aig. 3* His Pkafor this Guidance as SucceJfo^rfSt. Peter 

is in^cient. xi. 

Arg. 4. The Writings of the Popes manifejl^ their Igfto^ 

ranee and FaOihibty.. * xi. 

Both in leffer mattetis. . xx, X3. 

And in Matters of Faiths x^.^ 

Par- 
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Particular Jj^ Tefe YvQ&M erred in a Matter ef Faith. 

And Tope Honorius. x^x$jX6. 

Aig. 5* • There feems not^ in the cmfiituting fncb a Guide^ 

either necejfity orjltnefs. x6. 

Propof. jr. The Reformed^ efpecialty thofe eftheChttdi 

of England ^ refufe not aB Ecclefiafiical Cmdance ^ 

thou^ they fnhmit not to any pretended infallihte Guide. 

x(J, X7, 2.8, xp, 30. 
tJor doth our Church pretend to iwmadiate illumination in 

Matters ofnecejpny Faith. 30f 3^- 

Nor doth it exalt private rerflm to the prejudice ef JuH 

Authority. i^^i'^ 

But the Vnlearned have more of the juH QMidance of 

Authority in ity then in the Church of Rome it fe^. 

PropoC 6. thou^ Bcclefufiical Authority is a help 4^ 
our Faith J yet the Scripture is the duly infallihU ruh 

of it. 3^>33' 

T^is Propofition is handled in three Affertiofis. 
Aflbt. 1. A Man^ without a Papal Guide ^ may knowvdiuch 

are the true Canonical Books. 33^ 34* 

Aflert. X. fie may alfo find out the necejfary Articles 
tf Faith contained in thofe Books. 3 f. 

The necejfary DoSrines are therein contained. 35:, 3/f. 
The fenfe ^the words in whiclf they are d^ered^ may 

he found out without fuimiffion to fuch a Guide. x6^ 

37> 381 39, 40, Ott, 

Ailert. 3. A fubmijfion ^our unpr^udiced Ajfentto the 

F/oly Sal^trnt as the Rule of Faidi, is the true means 

to Z/nion in Faith in the Chrijlian Church. p. 4x. 
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Matters of Faith. 



THE de%a of this Difcourfe is the Refolution 
of the following Q^ry. 
'■ • ' ' ' . . . ' . '. 

^ Whether a Man who liveth where Chriftianity is The fia^m. 
* " profefsTd, and refofeth to fubmit his Judgment to the 
^* Infallibility of any Guide on Earth, and particularly 
"to the Church or Biihop of Rme, hath, notwith- 
" ftan&ng that reftilkl, fufficient means ftill left him* 
^* whereby he may arrive at certainty in thofe Doftrines 

B - " which , 



f . . . . .„ -.-^ 

2 Of a Guide in Matters of Faith. 

*' which are generally neceflary to the Salvation of 

^ a Chriftian Man. '' / 

The moment of Satisfadion in, this Inquiry is of great Momerit* 
thff ^efiion. p^^ i^j. j.^iateth to our great end , and to the way 

which leads to it. And it nearly concerneth both 
the Romanifls and the Reformed. If there be not fuch 
a GuUe^ the Eftate of the Romanifls is extreamly dan- 
gerous. For then the Blind take the Blind for their 
unerring Leaders ; and being once mifled , they . wan- 
der on without corredting their Error, having taken 
^ up this fir ft as their fixed Principle, that their Guide 

cannot miftake the way. On the other hand, If 

God hath fet up in his. Church a Light fo very 

clear and^fteddy as is pretended ; thid Reformed are 

guilty of great prefumption , and expofe themfelves 

to great uncertainty , by Abutting their Eyes againft 

it. 

The Tempta^ Now, there lyes before Men a double Temptation 

' ^'r^ %^^^'^^ to a belief .of th? being of fuch a Guide in the Chriftian 

nle^n^this Church ; Sloth and Vitious 77^w/% o)F Miod. Sloth 

^teftion. inclineth Men rather to take up in an Implfcit Faith, 

than to give themfelves the trouble of a ftrift Ex- 
amination of things. For there is le(s Pain in Cre- 
dulity, then in bending of the Head by long and 
ftri£t Attention and fevere Study. 

Alfo there is a Sl^w of Hutpilityi^ M fh© Reference 
which our underftandings pay^itfj ^Uthprity ; efoe- 
cially to that which pretends to be, under Chrii^, Su- 
prenae on Earth. Althoygl^ in the paying of it with- 
out good reafon firft underftood,,Men areiK)t//«»^- ] 
hlehyxtSlaviJh. , \ ^ . 



f. 



rbetrue^ Bat tl^fc T^mptaticrtis^ "jjrevail not .u|)o»;,honcft 
^m of the and confiderate Minds, which inquire, without pre- 
judice, after Truth, aad fubmit to the Powerful Evi- 

dence 






Of ^ Gtdcfe in Matter's of Mtk 5 

-d««e^ it..' Such will refdive the Oueftidft in. the 
Affirmative j a^d thej- may reafowably (o do by 
coitftdefftig f fttfe- Pto^ofitions which I ihaft treat of 
in their order. • 

Frrjfy The Chriff ian Church nevef yet wanted, nor 
Ihall it ever want, either the Do£trines of neceflary 
Faith, or the Belief and Profeffion of them. 

Secondly y Wherefoever God requireth the Belief of 
thettii' he giveth mean^ fufficient for Information and 
tinerring Aflent. 

75ter^, Whatfoever thofe means are, every Mans 
FterfoiKi reafon giveth to the Mind that laft Weight 
which tumeth Deliberation into Faith. . 
^ Fmrthly^ The means which God hath given us to- 
wards neceflary Faith add the certainty of it, is not 
the ;Aut|;ibrity of any Infallible Guide on Earth. 

Yet, Fifthly^ AH Ecclefiaftical Guidance is not to 
be rejedled, inburpurfuance of the Doftrines of Chri- 
ftian Faith', in the finding out or ftating of which 
it is a Very confiderable help. 
'' Sixthly:^ By the help of it , and Principally as it 
offers to us the Holy Scriptures in the Quality of the 
Rule of Faith , we have means fufficient to lead 
us to certainty in that Belief which is neceflary to 
Life Eternal. \ ' 

ffrft,'The Acknowledgment and Pf ofeflion of the jPr^/>. /. 
neceflary Doftrines of the Chriflian Faith, ai;e annex* 
ed Irifeparably to the Chriftian Church. 

*l*here'is btift one Faifh\; and according to the faying 
't^ Leo th6 great *, Vii he not one ^it is not at all : For it ^Kifiumeji 
cannot be contrary to it felf. And though it be but f wY^^-^^' 
one>, yet Men of differing Creeds pretend to it, as the ' ' ^^' ^^' 

~ B z Mer*- 
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4 Of a Guide in Matters vf Faitfi. 

Merchants of Relkks in the Church of Rme fliew,: ifl 
t See VertanL feveral places, the one feamlefs Coat of Chriift f. 
/. i.c.i.Sea4, xhis one Faith never did, nor ever fliall in all places 

The Apoftles were themfelves without error both in 
their own aflent to the Fundamentals of the Chriftian 
Faith^ and in the delivery of them. 

They heard the Oracles of Chrift from his own 

mouth,, and they were Witnefles of his Refurredion ; 

♦-45; 4.1 9,20, And they fpake * what they hadfeen and hear J. And 

they gave, to the World Aflurance of tlie Truth, by 
the miraculous figns of their Apoftolical Office. And 
if they had not had fuch Aflurance themfelvesj and 
could not have given proof to others of their miflion, 
there would have been a defe>3: in the firft promulgatl- 
, on of the Gofpel ; and fuch as could not afterwards 
have been amended. That which, at firft, had been 
delivered with uncertainty, would, with greater un- 
certainty, have been conveighed down to after Agesj and 
Men, who, in procefs of tittie., graft error upon certain 
, Truth » would much more have grafted error upon un- 
certain Opinion. 

Ever fince the Apoftles times there has been True Faith, 
and the ProfefTion of it in the Catholick Church : And 
k will be fo till Faith fliall expire, and Men flialj fee 
him on whom they before believ'd. For a Church can- 
not fubfift without the Fundamentals of Chriftianity. 
And Chrift hath Sealed this Truth with his promi^, 
that there ihall be a Church as long as this World con- 
♦ s. A*l^ 28»tinues. * I mean by a Church a vifible Society of Chrifti- 
»«• ans both Mimfters and People ; for publick Wbrfhip on 

Earth cannot be invifible. 
But the True Faith and the ProfelTion of it is not 
. fixed to- any place, or to any fucceffionof Men in it. 

God^s 
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Of a Suic{e in Matterscf Faith. 5 

God's Providence has written the contrary in the very 
Alhes of the Seven Churches of the kfkr.Jjia. 

Neither is any particular Church, though fo far in- 
fallible in Fundamentals as to be preferved from adual 
error , an infallible Rule to ail other Chriflians. If 
they follow the Dodrine of it, they err not, becaufe 
it is true ; but if they follow that Church a-s an uner- « 

ring Guide or .Canon, they miftake in the Rule and ^ 
Motive of their Faith. For that particular Church 
which Teacheth Truth ,, might poffibly have err'd ;, 
and the Church which errs, might have ftiined with the 
True Light, But the whole Church cannot fo err in 
any Age j for then the very being^f a Church would 

• ceafe,. 

Neither doth it, hence, follow, that tlie Faith of the 
Roman Church, when Luther arofe, was the only true 
and certain Doctrine. For that Church was not then 
the only vifiBIe Church on Earth. The Greek Church 
(for inftance fake) was than more vifible than now it is, 
and more Orthodox : The Rich Papacy having much pre- 
vailed upon the neceffities of it by Arguments guilded 
with Intereft. That Church did not err in Fundamen- 
tal Points ; the Article of the Procefion of the Holy 
Ghpjt froqithe, Father by the Son, vjYi\c\iXh& Romans 
accufe of tterefiq, being eafily acquitted of it, if Men, 
agreeii^ m thie jTenfe, forbear contention about the 
Phrafes. Befides j if our Fore-Fathers under the Par 
,pacy embraced the True Faith, wc have ^ it ftill j the 
Faith not bein^ removed, but^ the Corruption. Their 

/Queftion therefore. ^^Wberewas your Religion hejore Lu- 
ther > ] is not more pertinent amongft pifputers than . 
this is amongft Husbandmen, I Where was the Corn before 
it was weeded t ] 

We have feen that iieceflary Faith is perpetual,, and Prop. IL 
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it is as manifeft that yvherefoever Gcd requrreth the' 
belief of it ^ he vouchfafeth fuffcient means for infomafioff^' 
V and ufierring Ajfent. 

Of all he does not require this belief, for to all the 
Gofpel is not preached, and where it is preached there 
are Infants, and Perfons of Age fo diftempered ip Mittd;' 
as to remain unavoidably Children in undcrftandmg. ' 
And though the fame Sum of Doftrines is generally 
neceflary to Salvation-, yet the Creed of all Men 
is not of equal length, feeing they hare unequal capa- 
cities. 

But wherefoever there is a particular Society of 
Men, who call themfelves a Church, yet err aftually 
in the neceflary Articles of the Faith, it is certain they 
were riot forced into that error for want of exrernaf 
^ means. For the Juft Judge of the World would never 
have requiired Unity in tne Faith upon pain of his E- 
ternal difpleafure, if he had not given to Men Power 
'fufficient for fuch Unity. No Tyrant* on Earth has 
been guilty of fuch undi%uifed injuftice ais that is,which 
maketh a Law for the punifhment of the Blind becaufe 
they mifs their way- The Articles of Chriftian Religi- 
on come not to the Mind by natural reafon but by 
Faith; and Faith comes by hearing or readirfg; and where 
thefe means are not offered, a Man is. ratljer an Igno- 
rant Perfon than an Unbeliever. WhercForb our Savi- 
•^-jok 15. 22, our told the perverfe Jem^ * that if the 'Meftah hi^ 
^"^^ never been reveal'd to them , they had not been an^- 

fwerable for the Sin of Infidelity r But that, fince he 
was come to them, and by theni dcfpifed, their Infide- 
lity was blackned with great aggiiavatibnr / '^' ' ♦ 
prop. IIL The means, then,^ arc fufficient wherejfqever the end 
is abfolutely required; but whatfoever-thofe means 
are, the A£i of Ajjent is to he ultimately refolded into 
each Hans Perfonal reafon. For no* Man can believe 

or 
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or ailcnt but. upon fome ground or motive which ap- 
pears credible to him. He could not believe unlefe he 
had fome reafon or other -why he believed. When 
aUis done ( faid Mr. Therndike'^) Men tfiuft and will he ^To the Reader 
'fudges for themfelves. I do not quote the faying be- q^^{c ^^ 
caufe it is extraordinary, but becaufe that Learned chtrdiJ: 
Man faid it who was careful to pay to Authority its 
minuteft dues. If a Man believes upon Authority, 
he hath a further reafon for the believing of it. He 
is not willing to take Pains in examining that which 
is propofed to him f or he thinks himfelf of lefs A- 
bility in underftanding than thofe from whom he 
borrows his Light. If- he defireth another to judge . 
for him, his choice is determined by the Opinion lie 
hath conceived of him. Every Man has his reafon , 
though it be a weak one, and fuch as cannot juftify it 
fclf or him. -Something at taft ttirns the Ballance, 
though it be but a Feather. 

This the Romanifls own as well as the Reformed, 
till it toucheth them in the cafe of a new Convert. 
To induce a Man of another particular Church to em- 
brace thdt Communion, they fubmit thefe weighty 
points to' his 5>rivate Judgment: What is a True 
Church, and which are the marks of it > What is the 
' Roman ChurcH ? And whether-the marks of the True 
Church do only belong unto the Roman ? What Men 
or what Books fpeak th6 fenfe of that Church > They 
tell us * " That the Light of a Mans own reafon firfi ferves * «. H. Guide 
" hirn fe far as to the difcovery of a Guide j Alfo that, %^^^'^' '*^ 
'* in this aifcovery, the Divine Prpvidence hath left it fo 
clear and evident, that a fencer e and unhyajjed quefi 
*^ cannot mifcarry. But when once this Guide is found 
out, the Man is afterwards, ^^for all other things that 
n\ " ^^^ frefcribed by this Guide, to fubje^ and refign his 
^'; ** reafon. ' 
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8 \ Of a Guide in Matters of Faith 

" reaforf. As if it were not as difficuk to judge of fuch 
a Guide, as of his diredion. ' \ . -.' 

It feems, the Ron^an Church is like a Cave, into 
which a Man has Light ^enough to enter j. but when 
' once he is entred, he is in thick Darknefs. 
Prop. IK But, how fubfervient foever our reafon may be to 

our Faith ; The meatus which God h'afh ^ivfn us towards 
the certain attaining of it^ is not the Authority of any 
infallihk GuiAe on Earth. 

This^ will not be disbelieved by thofe who weigh 
well the following confiderations* 

Conftd. I. Fir(l^ God did not fetup fuch a conftant, infallible 

, Guide among the Jews ; though, at firft , he gave 

Aflurance to them by Miracle, tj^at Mofes had received 

his Commiflion from him, and had brought to therti 

the Tailes which he had Written, for their direction, 

with his own finger. . r 

Some of the Sanedrim wett of the Seft of the S^d-^ 

duces J who erred in the Fundamfental point of a future 

State. Mofl of them err6d in; the Quality of the 

Mejfiah^ not cottfldering their Scriptures fq niuch as 

their Traditions. And ctf the errors of the Xtf-w/^ir^/ 

If'^- 1^'""- Priefthood there is, in the Old Teftament, * frequent 

£^.7! 26. mention, and great complaint. And the Prophet 

^'m'i ^^' r Malachy^ f as foon as he had faid. The Triefis, lips JhaH 

a 2.7, . ^^^^^ Knowledge^ he adds this reproof, lutje are de^ 

parted out of the way. ' 

It is true,the Ifraeiites were, by God, direfted in diiB- 
Dm. 17. 8. cult cafes to an Aflembly of Judges *• But they were 
not Judges of controverfies in Do£lrine^ but in Property. 
SeeLeviPu[.i3. To their fentence the People were to fubmit, as to an 

expedient for Peace ; though Judgment might be per- 
verted, or.miftaken. 

It 
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Of aGuicfe in Matters of Faith. ^ , 

It muft be,,;alib^ confefled that God-fpake to them. 
hy^'thc Orai:k oi Vrim^ and thi^t the voice of it was 
inlainble. But its anf\v,ers .concerned not the neceftry 
Hudiments of .the Mojakk Law-^ but emergencies ^a 
their, civil affairs.; thofe efpeciaUy of Peace and War^ 

But if we admit that there \y as under Jud^ifm a living 
infallible Guides it does not^ thence, follow, that it 
Hiuft .be fo under Cliriftiaryity. For their fmallprecinft 
( the People of which were thrive in a year to come 
up to, the Temple ) was, much more capable of fuch 
a judge than the Chriftian Church, which is as wide 
as the World. Alfo the new Revelation is more 
clear and diftinft than the old one was, and ftandS not • 
in fuch tieed of an Interpreter. 

Secondly^ God hath, no where, promifed Chrifilans Cwfid^ J L 
fijcli a judge : \ He hath no wher^ faid that he hath 
given luclj a^one to the Chriftian Church. And fee- 
in'j^ fqch^ a ont qinnot be had without Gods fupema* 
tura^aififtance, the moft knowing amongft Men being 
JubjeO: both to l^ror and to Fallnood j it is great ar- , 
rogauqe, whilft the Scriptare is filent, to fay he is in 
tfeing* Ahdtp afRrm tfiajt if there were not fuch a 
(Suiifc^, (jpd )*rQUld['l?e wanting \x\ means fufllicient for 
the maintepg(nce of Peace and Truth, is prefumptuoufly 
to cdbtrude the fchemes of Mans fancy upon God's Wif- 
domijie catiGoverri his Chur:ch without our tnc* 

.thod?. ^ • ; . , 

fNpWjGod.i'^f /^ m VQhere trqmifed fuch a }^dge to Chri-^ 

^/^» iHtJsf'j though he liatn promifed help on Earth, 
and afliftance from Heaven to Men diligent and fincerc 
in their inquiries after Truths which ate necefljiry for 

jllem., f } ; . . 

There ire im places of Serif ture^ whic^ ^ff by 
. fome taken for Promifis of fuch a nature^ though they 
were not, by the Divine Wifdom, fo intended. 

C Of 
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G£ thefe, the Firft h that whidi was fpoken by 
^ s. Uu. i6. Ghrift unto St. Pet^n *The Gates of HcH fhaU mt pre- 
.*S- ^ail agahft ( the Church. ) Which Promife concern- 

eth the Church in general, . and the neceflary Faith of 
it, and not any particular perfons, or places, or fijc- 
cefHons of perfons in them. 

And Chrift doth hfeie allure m,thztthe Gatei of 
the Grave ihali not fwallbw up the Church ; that it 
^._ fhall not enter in at them ; that it /hall not die or fer- 
rijh. But he doth not fay he will preferve it by the 
means of any Earthly Infallible Guide. ' He can , -by 
otheir ways, continue it till tithe it felf fliafl fail; ' 

The other place of Scripture is, the promife of Chrift 

a little while before his Afcenfion^ into the Heavens. 

tS.Mi^.28* f I^y I am with you alwayy even unto the end (f'th^ 

^^^ World: As long as this Jge off he Mefrah ftdlHafr, 

and that is tlitlaft time or Age. This prbitiif^ /s, in- 
deed , made to the Apoftles , and to tMr fuiifcefJbrs 
aifo. But it is a promife of general ail^toce. ; and it 
is. made upon condition that they go tcorth and nmke 
Difctples of afl Men of afihlSJisitbns, ahd Ba||>ti2e them(,^. 
and ^ve them ftrrther inftruif^on ift the linn^ 
•which Chrift gave ih irfiarge to theni. And fome ojf 
the futidsHbrs of the Apoftles have itot performed thefe 
conditions j and the Governour of the Church of Sardis 
](e9e;.3;i,2>3. had iic* hdd -ftift NXHhat he had received «ld heard. 

As God hath np^ promifed ap unerring Guide^ fo 
neither hath he fafd ne ha^fet up futh ot bnif in any 
Church on Earth. 

•He hath not faid it,. either dffeWyJothj confix 
fuence. ' -■ ^' ''-^'^i'^- - ■^; 

The places which are (wp^kddireilly to ajlHniiiilii> 
aretwo^'ifiJd'bothitiiftakfen. 7' V' " ' . 

Oir^ of them is ttiat of 'Chrift tb^liis'^^^ 
he Jbad gjveh Cbfauttiflion to them to j^rcach the Gdf- 
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^!pfeL - * .^rf ^ that heareih you^ he:areth me \ me the in- * S- Luks i ^ 
iaHible way and the Truth. ' **• 

Ttef S^sech, if it be extended to all Minifters, it 
mates them ali infelTible Guides^ And it is certain they 
arefo, 4S'l(&ng=is they deliver to the People wh^they^ 
reorivid from Chtift. ^tit the 'w6rds are ef^ecidly, 
dire^J«d'to the 'feventy Diftipks who were, taught to 
preach a plain Fundamental Truth, that the Kingdom 
cf God was come nigh to the Jews, f And thefe Dit t S. IMft^ 
tuples were able to give to the Jeivs a deiponflration ot '' ^' 
tbe^Truth ef that Dpdh-ine wKch they taught, bymi-! 
raculous figns : By heaffngtbe Sick^ * arid doings among ^Vct. 1%. 
them, mighty works. 

Another flace^ ufed as an exprefe Teftimony is that i Tm. 5. i|. 
in the fijil to Timothy to whom Si. Paulfsith^ that tho 
Church is the Piffar and Ground of truth] But this / / 
place alfo is mifapplied* Jt feemeth to be fppk6n of thaf 
Church of Ephejus in which St. Paul advifed Timothy 
to behave himfelf with fingular care : Which place 
hath fo far failed that the lofty Building called $t: Johns 
Churchy t is now becorhfe a Turkijh Mofck ] But if it t l^y^. (ftJ» 
were fpokeh in a general fenfe, it would amount only ^'^'^^^ ^* 
to this meaning : A Chriftian Church is like a pillar '* ^ 
fuflained by a Pedejfal on which a writing is fo fix^d^that 
dU who p^fs by may fee it. It is (as Jerufalem once was to 
the He4theri-tW6Hd ) a City^ on a, Htil : It is a Vifible 
Society >frhich giveth iloticfe to Jews and Gentiles of 
ChwftftEhity, and is inftrumental to awaken their db-. 
fervition, anid' by their fenfe to prepare the way to 
d«ir bdiefi For, this advertifement being fo publick* 
ly^iven 4:6^ them, they have fair occafldn cf examin- 
ing th* gr6u6dsrf ChtiftianTr^^ which wh^rithey 
find,, they Mill be induced to build upon them. In 
this! ffeftfe Tikewife, though not in this alone, Apofto- 

C a lical 
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lical Men were called Lights and Pillars. In tht Bo6k 
*^vrf.3. i2..of the Revelation * this promife is made to lum who. 

perfevereth in his Ghriftianity, notwithftanding the 
crofe which it brings upon him. " Him will I make 
" a Pillar in the Tenjpl^ of my God, and I will. write; 
•' my name upon him, ,and the name of his God^ and 
^' the name of the City of his God which is riew Je*^ 
*' rufalem [ or the Chriftian Church. ] . 
^miCor.%t. And S. Chry/ofiom i gives S.Paul the Titles of the 
— TV ^Sf'S^ Light of the .churches^ the Foundation oi the Faith ^ 
^^^f^^'l the PjUar md Ground of Truth. Th^ Gavernouft of 
^^! fv- the Church do mimfterially esdiibit Chriftian Truth ; 
A©-, 5cc. ^^y do not by mere Authority impofe it. 

Among the Places which are faid to prove, by 
V good confequence,that there is a Living Guide of Faith, 

^s.Uat.ii. that In the eighteenth of St. A/;;///^(?h;j Gofpel * is the 
n>i^i7^ J^rincipal 

There our Saviour, requireth liis Followers^ if theh* 
Brethren perfifted in their offences, to tell it to the 
Churchy and to efteem them no longer Members of their. 
Society ,if they defpifed the Sentence of it. From whence 
they conclude with ftrange Inadvertence, that fuch a 
Decree is therefore infalhble. 
SeeDeut.i'1.6. But ourLord fpeaks of their hrot\itxsTrefpaJfes a- 

gainft them, and not of hit Herefie : And of the DiA 
cipline, and not of theDodrine, either of the iSyw- 
goque or the Church. In wl^ich cafe if we fubmit, even 
where there Is error in the Sentence, for Peace fake, 
and becaufe we are come to the laft Appeal j we wor- 
thily facrifice private Good to publick Order. And 
* futh Submiffion is fafe in pomt of property, thou^ 
not in point of Doftrinp ; for we may, without 3ini 
depart from our property^ hut not from our Faifh.' 
* Now, much of this that has beei) faid in order ta 
the explication of the foregoing places, niight have 

/ beea 
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been well omitted ^ if I had defigncd this little Dif- 
courfe for t^hatrfe only of fuch Rmanifls as had been 
con verfent with the writings of the Fathers*. Fot then 
I ftiould have needed only to have citedthofe Ancients, 
and flicwed that their fenfcfof thefe feyeral places was 
pbinly different from the modern interpretations of the 
Church Men pf Rome. And> by this way of arguing, » uunoyin &- 
they are fetf-condemned. For they fall according topfi-adcarcL 
their own ^\\\q bf expounding Scripture by the unani- S^^f^g^,^ 
mous confent of tjhe Prioiitiv^ Fathers, who with one guu! VodL 
voice, ipeak another Tenfe. Thofe who doubt of this^''^^^'^ ^?^ 
may receive fatisfa^^ipa . from : the Learned Letters ^^^je0\ 
of Monfienr Latinoy-, * ' ' ' • . - 

If God had f^omifed an infaUible Guide, or told us Corfji^. JIT. 
he had given one to his Church, he would, doubtlefs, 
have added foqiie direflions for the findipg- of him. 
For, tx) fay * in general, you. fliall haye ;a Star which 
will always Guide you without all dangerous error ; 
, and not to ipform us in what part of the Firmament 
it is to be feen,; is to amufe rather than to promife. 
: Now, God hath no where given us fuch direction. 
He hath no whcare poiiited us to this Churchy or that 
Comcil ; to this Perfon^ or that Local fucceflion of 
Men. He hath not fold the Guide is at Antiochy or * 
Hierufalem j at N/c^, or C(wfiantinople ; at Rme or 
Avignon. % 

You will fay, her hath direfted us to St. Peter. I * jfoA 20.2*. 
aniwer,; ik) more than to the refl of the Apoftles, to ^q[^'^^^^ 
whom he gave equal power in their Ordination^ * zlpe^. 5.2. 
AH of whom he made equally Shepherds of the Flock $ * ^- a^^ 28. 
^ to all of whom he gave equal Commiflion to make j ^.^ci^/^' l^ 
Ptofely tes of all Nations. * And in this fenfe St. C^j^ i Cw. 9. 2. 
foftom t affirmed 'concerning St^Paul that the whofe JjJ^ j|^'2^* 
World [ or the World of the Jloman Empire ] was his i^jet ^gee^^ 
Diocefe. You will reply* that he premifed, on him par* ^©-1 ©«• 

ticularly 
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t ^« j^ H. ticularly, up<nr thu Rfick^ or StMy this /rf/h0 (a Syriar 
tTmr^p Word of the Mafculine Gender t) this Peter i to tad 
3^socindn\m Cbusdi, I aofder, the Andents took the Word 
h^'ry-i j-r- ^ Fenwiiiie, *.and underftood it rather of his Confeffioti 
uu^7p^'t\mi of hisi Peifm. If i« was fpokm of his Perfon, 
tm,rttesjtU-'vt was.fpoken hy w^ of Emphafis, not Exclufion i 
Zthn^et' ^*^ ^^^ ^^® twelve Foundations f of thefe he might 
twc^^s be called the firft, having firft preached the Gofpel to 
Petr^ Bede- jg„g and Getrtiles^ * the Eleven ftandirig up with him, 
{^i^rtE-and he (peaking as the Mouth of the Apoftohcal Col- 

JiEfi'^ We cannot, by the ftrifteft ennumeratiwi, find out 
-^'.2.14, any living infalUblb Guide exifting in any Age after 
41. 47. - St Petfr in the Chriftian Church. 
JK ConJiJ. r . TWs Guide could not be the Church diffufive of 

the firft Agps. F<jr the fof&ages of every Cfiriftian 
were . nether gatfaeti^ : And if we w£ll Mve their feiiife, 
they rnuft rife from the dead and give it us. 

£. This Guide cannot be the Faith ( as fuch ) 6f 
^U the Governours of all the Primitive Churchea 
"JThe fuca of it was never coUeded. There were anci- 
ently general Creeds^, but fuch &s efpecially related 
to the Herefies then on foot ; and who. can affirpi; 
upon grounds of certiinty ,> that each ' Bifhop in ^e 
World confented to each Article, or to each . fp eX'- 
prefled ? , , ' % ,' 

^. Tlus Guide is not a Cowwi/ ^rfeEfly free jAWI iqm- 
■'■'■ werfal; F<» « Guide which 'cafttttJt be haif, is ttdfid 
If fuch a Council oanid. alfefflbl^, it Sit^buld noterrin 
' the neceflaties' of Faith. 'For there«annot1iie'a regu- 
: f kf Fiock -without-a Shepjiertl j ftrkJ' if All ttwi Spitituall 
... ;. :' ' : iShftph«?ds ill thfe WdridiHould atHsnee- kaA by coni 
ffent, goi foMhuth iftray j the M?hdte Flock of th^ 
Churdi O^tho^k^ urould he fcattered. And that would 
concradid: t;he promife <^ Chrift tbe Supf gne,* Faith- 
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dEd, IttMlibk Pafl»n But there never" was yet an 
■univier&l Council^ properly fo xalled : Neither can . 
we fiippftfe the jprdbability of it but by fuppofmg^ 
the being of one Temporal Chriftian Monarch of the 
World who might call, or differ^ it. In the Councils 
called GMerd^ if we Ipeak comparatively, ttere were 
not maaiy Southern or Weftern Bijheps prefent at them; 
It wasthus, at that fitfl Oecumenical Council,the Coun- 
4Q[i3iWce ; though, in one facred place (^^s Eufehius f t£«^^*;/-5; 
^bathnoted ) there were affembleds Syrians zndeili''^'^^'/^''^'^ 
ums^ PbanicianSy and Arabians j Fala^ftinians E^ptianSySo€rat.E'lll^ 
JhehauinSy LihyanSyMefopotamians; s, FerJian^wScythian^^'^'f'^^ 

JBifliop J and many others from other Countries* But 

;therQ was but one Efifhop for Africa^ one for Spainy one 

dfor G4«/^*'tw«>Priefts as Deputies of the infirm and 

^ged ^ifliop (rf^ :Renie: ^Whilft (for Inftance- iake ) 

•there were wveflteen Bifhofs-for the fmall Province of 

^IfaurMi yeit fuch COuncife are very uffeful j fuch we#-r. C(jw«tf. 

ifeverence ; but (jod did not fet thenr i^ as the onJyJ^w.^-2* 

and the infalfibfo Guides of Faith. Ifthefe were fuch'' ^*''®^- 

jGuides, what G'vlided thfe Church Svliich was before 

^tiieni^?>'% ^\m rutfe wds EMofi jiiii^ed before the 

■Goundl^ of Wee t Him can we be infallibly Guided 

by them in Cbnttpverfies of Faith not determined 

by them $ nay iiot brou^t before them ; nay 

fcarce moved tiu thefe latter <kys ? Such ( for the 

purpofe ) are the Contrbve(rfi« kbcwt tlte' t^rtue of 

ifae 5tf <rr/jfe(? of G^ fiij^/r^^ 

&E mere recimpeme dpott liis Merits. Or bow ihall a 

jirivate Man Whoerrs^ iin^the faith, be deliver^ from^ 

his I^elyi feeing h6 ft*ay die f6m^ 

eil tm miMty &e^ ^fiefe^ ^flembled, • can fijlrmits de- 

iifeefi^M J9/^ri^ "^fed Ms Hei^efy aboutifeqr ^^ 

'^h^ilXMtk^oPNm Was callfed^for tfife fuppfeflSng of it. 
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QKXt-Egyft^nd Lyhh and the upper Thebes^ zs S^^rAth 
t has reported : And, in ^: ihort time matiy other Btgf- 
vinces and Cities were infeded with the cofltagion of 
it.. And, in thQ preHKded Council cfTrenti^ no lets than 
five Popes were fucceflively concerned ; aad it lafted, 
in feveral places longer ^ than two legal lives of a Man. 
* There was, indeed, zCamn in the WefisrnOmTcli'^ for 
the holding of aC(?/y»c// once in the fpace of each ten years: 
^v.^cmmcii. -But that Caff on has npt^jpen, hitherto, obeyed ; and as 
Conft.fejf. 39. affairs (land in the Church, it is inipradi<able* For 

the Pope will exclude all the Greek and Reforrned Biihqw : 

he will crowd the Aflembly with Bifhops of hispMi'h 

Creation ; and with Abots alfo j he will not-^mit 

of former Councils unlefs they ferve his , purpofe ; 

^F.Greg.fHagn. not fo iiiuch as that of Nice it felf. ^^ He will be the 

1%. U'^ J^^&r though - about his own Suprfmaey, He will 

laf.uEt. 13. mi^ltiply Italians and others' \^;hOp uppxj Q$Jh t/QV^c 

t^"J'^-J^^' their votes to him. He will not hgld i Coitnril upoti 

579. £? pm^ the terms approved by all Rmijh Princes. Nor did 

t^cjfsman. they agree at their laft Council ; the Erppcrour 

would not fenj^ his; Biihpps to'JSplogn^^ nocJtht 
Fnnch Kpg hl^ to TreM. /Aildith<j$gh djc . ifhei fi? 
Church , jbelievqd.' the,. /Doia-rinqs of ttwt $yitodj> y^ 
they did not leceiye them from the Audjority of 
it, but they embraced them as the formi^ Poftripes 
of the Romn Chur^^h,. - And the fdtifiap Eao/ilty » (^) 

'LycC.H. NotwithCtra^^ 

Cone. ^ewer^. .leafr the firfi: four gehq»l Cpiifjals did jfjoterr iftj^itfe; 
1^3^!? ^^^'^^ it Is pious to rhjihjc thtt^^^ foCerfo 

' - great a temptation in . , thp ; Church on Earth. Y $t ftfll 

we.bdfieyj^ thpfeOovinqls Bf%tph^ infayibfef, iftdthfir 
conlBtu^jbn,. 1^^^^ far^a^ 'ii^ey; ;fo|k>ved an^ infaJHt^ 
Ti^. . For. ^le greatefti 5^^^ ^ not alw4y9j>»it}i :?be 
greateft numbq :• And gre^^t nujmbers W8y.ftp$>«Rftn 

contrary 
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cpntpary fides. The Council of Coyifiantinopk wvAtt 
Cofifiantine Coprenymm^ confiftiog of three hundred thirty 
eight Bifhops, decreed againft the ufe (f Images in Chur- 
ches. Yet the fecond Synod of Nice confifting of about 
three hundred and fifty Bilhops determined for it. And, 
awhile after, in the XVeft^ the Council of Frankford 
confifting of about three hundred Bilhops, reverfed 
that decree. And, after that, the Gouocil of Trent 
did re-eftablilh it j though there the voting Perfons 
were not fifty. With fuch uncertain doubts of belief \ Ij^^uJyi^^s 
muft they move who follow a Guide in Religion with- ) ( ^, A^bt^ 
out reference lo a further rule. ' ^ - 

But, here, there is offered to us, by the Guide in Ohie^. 
Controverfies, * " an Obje3:ion, of which this is the ♦ n.HAnm.' 
^' fum. The fifth Canon of the Church of England ^ ^-^^^^ 
" does declare that the thirty nine Articles were agreed ^^^'^''* ' ' 
". upon for . the avoidance of the diverfities of opini- 
" ons, and the eftablifbing of confent touching true 

Religion. Confent touching true Religion is confent 
'^ in Matters of Faith. Eftabiilhing of confent r^lateth 
" both to Layety and Clergy. The third and fourth 
*^ Canons of 1640. decree the Excommunication of 
" thole who will not abjure their holding Popery and . 
*^ SociniMnrfm. The Reformed Churches in . France 
" teach the like Doftrine, threatning to cut them off 
^^ from the Church Who acquiefce not in the refolution 
" of a National Synoi;^. f The fame courfe was taken ^j^^. 31. cb^ 
" with the Remonjirantt in the Synod oi Dart. * Where- ^Ju cmfifldre. 
" fore Proteftants ought not to detraft from the Au-^J" g/^"^" 
*' thority of general Councils, whilft they affume, to ^syn,DordJeff: 
" themfelves fo great a Power in their particular Sy- '3^- 

** nods. 

The force of this Objedion is thus removed. Every Jnfwer, ^ 
Church hath Power of admitting or excluding Mem- 
bers, eife it hath not means fufiicient to its end, the 
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ofdcr and concord of its Body. Every particular 
Church ought to believe that it docs not err in its de- 
finitions J tor it ought not to impofearry known error 
upon its Members. ,But though it believes it does not 
err, it does not believe it upon this reafon, becaufe 
God hath made it an infallible Guide ; but rather for 
this, becaufe it hath fmcercly and with Gods affiftance 
followed a rule which is 'infallible. And, upon this 
fuppofition, it impofeth Doftrines, and exdudeth fueh 
Ca) See Aniens with contumacy diflent from them Qa.) 
zo, 21, 22. ^ ^^ rj^Yi^s Guide is not the prefent Church declaring 

to particular Cliriftians the fenfe of the Church of 
former Ages. How can this declaration be made, fee- 
ing Churches differ^ and each Church calls it felf the 
true one, and pretendeth to the Primitive pattern.' 
The Church of Rome hath, on her fide„ the fufFrages 
of all the Councils and Fathers, ijie firft, the middle^ 
{h\Camf.iiat.xb^\^{^^ if C^w/>/^» the Jefuite may be believed (b?) On 
\Vii^, ^^' the other hand Monfieur Larroque hath Written a Book 

of the Conformity of the Proteftant Churches in France 
^Ub.dium. with the Difcipline of the Chriftian Ancient Clwrch, 
Fmtif.f. 35. taking it for granted that ttieir DoS-rine was Catholick. ^ 
^AfopUcl-rtA- And we likewife pretend, both to the Doftrine and Difci- 
JUtioni mr- pline of it. All of us cannot be in the right. The Roman 
^^^;^ "^^ Church,without any proof, calleth her felf the Church- 
SmSiorum 31 8. Cathdick;and ihe pretendeth to conveigh to us the fenfe 
^mpii Cfl«- of the Ancient Fathers and Councils ; which fenfe was< 
in^clX&e. that they underftood formerly, by the word Tradition. 
C^^+9%«f * And m this fenfe a Romanift faid of Pope Homrim f,. 

S'SSJ" ^^^' ^^ ^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^ Tradition. But how can 
WW. we efteem diat Church a^ feithful reprefcnrer of the 

-tyint.DeiaUier fenfe of the Ancicnts whilft the Reformed confult the 
iw^^^*i23. Ancients' with equal ability, and find a contrary fenfe 
^ConcTrfl in them ? Whilft the Church of Rome^ * by a kind of 
SefflUecr.i. Ecckfiaftical Coinage, fljampctb Divine Authority upon 
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Books efteemed by the Councils and Fathers to be 
j4pochry^hal > f Whilft it liatji forged decrees of Popes, ^^-conftit.A- 
*and (hke a deceitful Giheonite) rendred that which was ItcTaolSc. 
really new, ia appearance old and mouldy, on pur- Nic.is.Hierm. 
pofe to promote impofture ? How doth it give us fjb^^'^/f'*' 
the fenfe of the Ancients, when it owneth what it for- c. zs.'p. 149/' 
merly difowned as Canonical, the Epiftle to the //(?- ^^vmhum 
irews f ? When it taketh away the Cup which Pope Gela- pfeudo^£ 
fius called a gr ^nd Sacrilege * ? When it now reje6let;h rum. 
the Communicating of Infants which, in former times, t^/'^T^ 

n 1 1- ^ n ' MTi %n i\ai, C.O.St 

was efteemed by many a very neceflary point ? When a » Gratim in ds 
former Pope Gregory condemns the Title of Univerfal ^^f^^* ^^^* 
paftor as Anti-Chriftian, and a latter infifls upon it as ^^^' ^* ^ 
. the choiceft flour in the papal Prerogative ? ,When 
St. Aufiin {a) and from him the very Breviary (h) ihall lo^^^J^^g" 
expound Chrifts promife , of being always with his traa, 50. * 

" Churchy of the prefence of his Divinity aad of his Spirit, ib)Brev. nm. 
and not of his Body : And Pope InniKent the third S^'S/S 
ihall interpret them, as meant alfo of his corporal pre- 7./. 440. 
fence ( r ) ? — '^ ^^(^%f 

And, if the Roman Church falfifyeth written Tradi- p^fj;^. ^ 
tion , how fliall we truft her for Oral ? And how 
and at what time did that Oral Tradition remove 
from Greece to Rome where the Gr^f^ Church, ^yhicll 
it alloweth to have been once poflefled of the trueTradi- 
tion, is accufed of Herefie ? At the fame tinje ( I fup- 

_^ pofe ) that the Chappel of the Virgin removed from 
NaTf^ireth to Loretto. This principle of Oral Traditi- 
on is mofl uncertain to their Judges j* and to thofe to 
whom they offer it, it is mofl obfcure. It is a prin- 
ciple on which they can ferve a purpofp, in juflifying 
novel Doftrines as Oral Traditions not known to 
any but the Roman Church, which pretendeth to the 
^uftody of them. 
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5. God hath not fet Tip any one Perfon in the G^ 
tholick Church in the Quality of an unerring Guide 
in the Chriftian Faith* The Bifliops of Rome who 
pretend to this Prerogative, do but pretend :*It is a 
tender point j and the Pope^ Legates^ in the Council . 
• HC^.Tril of Trcftt^ * were enjoyned to give forth this Advertife^ 
^^' ment, that the Fathers, upon no account whatfoever, 

fhould touch it, or difpute about it. They who ex- - 
amine it, will foon rejeft it as falfe and ufeJels. 
Arg. L And, i . Whether the Pope be or be not the Guide^ 

the Men of the Roman Communion are expofed to 
dangerous uncertainty, /vr, it is not yet determined 
amongft them, whether they are to follow the Fope^ 
with, or without, or againft a Council. Yet a Pope 
hath owned a Council which depoled other Popes, and 
by decree, fet it felf above them, or rather vindin 
cated the fuperiority due to it. Thus Martin the. 
fifth received the Papal Mitre from the Council of Con-^ 
fiance y after it had depofed Gregory the twelfth. Bene- 
di^Xh& thirteenth, and John the twenty third. A^ 
gain^ there have been, by the account given us in tlieir 
1 See the index owti Hiftorians, f more than twenty ibrmed SchLfms 
tit!?mif!ll ^^ ^^'^^ Church ; two or more Popes pretending at the 
C0/1W.1610.V fame time to the infallible Chair, and each of then* 

not being without their followers and giving Holy 

Orders. And at this time there is rifen an Apologift 

^ Sufh.Bak^.* for Mauritius ^Bur din or Gregory the eighth, though he 

% tiii"^^ was ejefted by the Roman Qiurch, which received Gelaftus 

514. into his place ; Bur din being difliked by them as a 

Creature of Henry the Emperour. This Schifm 
t s. Bern. Ep. ^^^^\^ ^^ Bernard f) diftrafted that Church and gave 

'^BaUi:^, ibid, it a wowid Only not incurable. And Baluzius ^ profefTeth 
y.5i4.i/ijfeifethat it was then difficult to underftand which of the 
tumerat,(Sc. ^^^^ Gregory or Gelafius^ was the Legitimate fuccef- 

four of irope Pafchal. Now, how ufclefs, to them, 

i& 
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Is the pretence pf a Guide, when they want fome o- 

ther Guide who fliould tell them which of the pretend- ^ 

ers they may fecurely foflow ? 

Secondly^ the Popes themfelves, in tlieir Solemn Pro- Arg. IL 
feffioHy fuppofe themfelves liable to tlie mifleading of 
the People even in Matters of Faith. For, having 
owned the Faith of the Six general 
Councils. " * They further profefs "" Uh, iiuw. vmif.z^p^^ 

^^themfelves and others to be fub- iVmterdimmifubiicimus.fi quis un^ 

*' jeft to an Anathetnay if they ad- quam, feu nos, five eft Alius, qui fUH 

r vance ^noveky contrary to the a^ Te^&Z^£S:A"'& 
** forefaid Evangelical Tradition, and. dox<ejpSei, chrifti/mtfy Heligiwis in^ 
*^ the integrity of the Orthodox and ^vi^^^^^ £?^- 
^ Chriftian Faith. 

Thirdly J If the Pppe challengeth this Power of in- Arg^ IIJ^ 
fallible Guidance, he nwil lay claim to it. by his fuc- 
ceeding of St. Peter in the Chair Apoftolical. But , 
then, by equal reafon, the fucceflbrs of each Apoflle 
may challenge the office of an infallible Guide. For 
the Power which Chrift ^ave to St. Peter^ he gave to 
the reft : It was not fpeciah And, for the Bilhops of 
Antiocb Vfho fir ft fucceeded St. /^/^r , they have a^ . ^ 
much fairer pretence than thofe of Rmie. The Truth 
is, Hierufalem was properly the Mother • Church : 
Though Rome was the Imperial City j and if, by this 
means, the Popes had not fate higher, they would not 
have pretended to fee further than others. 

Fourthly , thofe who have confidered . the writings Arg. IK^ 
of many Popes, and the decrees made by them, have 
found no reafon to lay their Faith at their GoldenSan- 
dal. It. is manifeft to every Learned Man that the 
Eyes of the Pope are not ( metaphorically ) like thofe 
of Auguftus in which ( it is faid ) there appeared a 
brightnefs like that of the Sun. If we had more of 
their Hiftory, and more of their Writings,, we fliould 

find 
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find more of their errors. They haVe fliewed botb ■ 

ignorance and extravagance in opinion, and error * in 

the Faith it felf. . There are not, perhaps, weaker or 

more abfurd paflages in any Ecclefiaftical Writer, than 

we. may find in the woricsof Vo^t Innocent tliQ th/rJ^ 

* Mat. par. -4. who was called the Wonder of the World \ He faitlj 

J^^^/"^^ of Suhdeacons that they reprefented the Nethinims f 

t Eira. 8. 20. ( or Nathinnms as he calls them j ) and that Natha^^ 

ISg^l^i^' ^i^/ was one of that Order. * That the Pop^ does not 

Ml 3^/'^' ufe a Paftoral rod^ becaufe St. Peter fent his S:taff to 

Eucharius tht firft.Biftiop of Treves^ to whom Ma'terms^ 
fucceeded, who, by the fame Staff, was raifed from jjc 
t hmoe.^ibiL the dead, t That the People have feven Salv^ tion^ in ^^ 
C.62./0/. i657tJi^ iWi?/}, in order to the expelling the feven deadly 
* Jhil I. 2. c. Sins, and receiving the feven fold Grace of God. * That 
H^fol. 170. an Epiftie, fignifying in Greek an Over-fending or fuper- 

erogatioHy the word Agrees very well to the Apoflo- 

(a) Aid. c. 2f. licai Epiftles, whichi-are Superadded to the Gofpel (a!) 
• '7^* jjg allots to each i^tide- of the Jpojiolical and Confian' 

tinopotitan Creedi^ fa particular Apoftle,. and . finds the 
myftery in all thitigsthat att twelve in number. For 
example fake, in the twelve loaves of Shew-Bread ; 
in the twelve Tribes j twelve hours, twelve Months. 
He gives this reafon why Water is by the Bifliop 
mixed with Wine in the Holy Chalice ; becaufe it is 
faid in thQ^Revehtion ^ that many Waters Jignify many 

(b) Itilc.^^.People^ and that Chrifi fhed his Blood for the People (^.) 
•(^'/JJ;^^ ^ He faith that Judas was not at the Sacranient (c) be- 

1 3./b/. 1 89. ' caufe he M^as not to drink it new with Chrift in his King- , 

dom, which priviledge he had promifed to all the par- 
takers. He teitheth that Mice eat only the 'Shews of 
(d) Ibid, c, 16. Confecfated Bfead («/.) He profefleth rather to vene- 
(eji^U^c. 19.^^^^ Sacraments than to prie into them (e) becaufe it 

is written in Exodus the twelfth, concerning -the Paf- 
chal Lamb, Eat not of it raw^ nor fodden at all with 

Water^ 
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Water^ hut rofi voith Fin. I have riot narrowly ran- 
facked the plaits of the Popes Veftinents, for this is ob- 
vious enough j and fo were a great many other, fay- 
ings of equal weakneis ; but I am weary of the foUy of 
them. There have been other Popes, alfo, injudicious 
even to duncery. Eugemm the third approved of the 
Prophedes or Enthufiaflick Dreams of HiUegardis^ in 
the Synod of Z'/j^z-j^asInrpirations.?^/^ Zachary judged 
the true Doftrioe of Antipodes^ to be heretical in the 
cafe of the more Learned and Knowing Virgilius ( <:r, ) W ^/s/?-%A^ 
Herein the Pope committed a greater error than the^^^^^j^' 
-poor Prieft. who Baptized \x\,nomim ? atria ^ Jitia &Velfm.mLs* 
Spirit us San£la\h ; ) and. whole lack of l.ztm Boniface ^^ ^^' A 
the German Apoftle would have punifhed by the ^^^j^aJem^^ 
baptizatioh of his Profelytes, if the faid Firgilius had S*^^^l^>o^rina^ 
not, by application to that Pope, prevented it. It isSr§!i-^ 
txuQ^, ,l(ixgi^ius was accufed as aii Heretick who had«iwi4^ji4iff 
fet up another Sun and another Moon, as well as a» '^^^^i^h. 
nother World of Men whofc feet were oppofite to ours. ^ nrnAif (^ 
But yelferus himfelf ( c ) hath the ingenuity to conhis^^hminesfuh 
t^atthis was n^eant only of the Sunand Moon as ihin-fr^t&fil 
mgto.o\juc 4^tjpodeSy as well as to us: -And that the no, fi cdnvmus ^ 
accufation was framed by ienorant Men who had not^^'^^^^ ^^fi^ 
the acutenefs to underftand the Globular form of the %['c^iiTab>^ 
Earth, and the fcheme of the propofer. Neither had Ecekfi^ feiui 
Pope Zachary himfelf fiigacity enough to dilcem thef^'f^^*^^ 
nature ot this ridiculous charge. He who can millake (b)^ Veifir. op. 
Truth forHcrefie, may miftake Herefie for Truth, ff'^^/i^v 

Now that Popes have erred not only in lefler things, y i^^^ 
but even in Matters of Faith, is plain from Hiftory, 
I will inftance, only, in FigilitUj and Honor im^ for- 
bearing to fpeak of Jl/^eriw and divers others who - 
fwerved from the truly Ancient Gatholick Faith. 

Po/>e Vigilius framed a ConflitntiQn in favour of the " 
three Chapters ot Nejiman-Yf ritixigs of lias Bifliop of 

Edefa,. 
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Edejfa^^theodorHS qH Moffuefita y and Ti^^^Wi^riff Biflhop 
of Cyrus. This Conjlitution was pubUflied by Cardinal 
i^:Barm. An^ Baromus ^ out of Ancient Manufcript in the Vatican 
T%ed'colmt' Library -. And he calls it a Decree * in defence of thefe 
486^. Chapters. In this Decree the Pope doth not only juftify 

* Id. Ibid. N. thefe Heretical Writings, but, with the Followers of 
^^ld/An!^^'i. ThevdoruSy he falfly chargeth upon the Council of Chal- 
N. 1 92 ;.5 1 1 • W(?» the Epiftle of Ihas % and calls it Orthodox. This 

(a) €<mc. Cm- charge the Fathers of the fifth general Council' ( a ) 
^^ 2. c./. ^^^^ ^^ ^ ^^^^ ^^ J f^j^^ ^j^^j. Council con- 

demneth thofe three Chapters as Heretical. And, to- 
(h) Defm. gether with them, it condemneth {b) Pope Figiljus 
£mxoL%. ^^^ others under the name of Sequaces or Followers of 

Nejhrius and Theodorus. Baromus himfelf acknow- 
ledgeth that the decree of that Council was fet up a- 
ic) Baron. An- gainft the decree of that Pope ( c ) Thefe Chapters 
fkd. 553. N. had not been condetnned if they had not contained in 
-Xw JV th^m the Nf/Z^/-/^»-Herefie. The Epiftle of 3as docs, 
C m affaret) in particular manner, extoll Theodorus. Arid the Coun- 
SfiS''"^^' affirmeth concerning his Creed, that the Father. of 
^Sm^e^ lies cowpefed it. And it denounceth- a Curfe againft 
nfermia ipfum\yot\i the Cottipotfer' '4nd the Believers ' of *it, Y^t 
^^inT^^' doubtlefs, thefe writings were, in themfelves, incon- 

fiderable enough. But the Cr?«»ci/ oppofed them with^ 

fuch rigour-^ bccaufe the Fadion had made them very 

^ popular, and advanced them into the Quality of a 

kind of Bihle of the Party. 
V For Pope //wf^rm, he fell into the 

* DeidA, Hift. mm. firm. 5. p'i}2> Hercfie of the Mvnothelites. * That 
!^^Z£:ft:!ZS^^Z£: is of thofe who held rtm there is 

^aefi, qu0ddicatJ^ti.\inieS(.vinam DUt One Will IH bOth the NatUreS 01 

votartatemfa^mur4Qm.i»<fai.Jefi» thrift. This Doarine he publifhed 

t,Sn.'6.aa.ii.,SeeKKh&.wft.Cm. ^^ Ws Epifiles. This he declared in 
iStmrM.vd.j.f.ii9.(Sc, ths Jtxth general €vuncil i he is, in 

the 
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tlie fcve^ith Coufjcil * condemned as a * syn. 7. Ail. ult, p. 886. cm. in LnCb, 
Mcnothelit,. m \^l^^_ exprefsly 5Jt^;. ,5;i'7^|- :t:;£,S 
anatliematized tor Cty^rmi^ the n tc^ ^^ c^wav. kgitur Epift. Synod, quam 

ked Dotlrire if Sergm. Tdra/Itis, (Sc. — Et diferte mrmt cMi" 

T:\i^ 2}X\\t Oi Herefie in HotfOrim, ^^s Panes - H^orium d^naJTc 

is owned in the Solemn Profeffion o^ (a) Lib. dium. Pmtif. cmf.fii 2.f. 
Faith made by the Popes at their 41 - ^u^^es ver6 mvi h^rctki dc^m^ 

entrance on the Papacy {^a. ) l niS trum Epifiapos, ma cum Uomrio (qui 
matter is fo manifeft that MeUhior fravis eorum affmimibus /omentum 

Ca.us.Xn Fofeffeth, no Sophiftry X^^J^^'S'^ ^^tT 

is artful enough to put the Colour mm, cum eorum imimortbus,(Sc. 

of a plaufible defence upon it. A (b^ ^kh.Q^uci'€om.L6.c.uU. 
late Rmanifi hath undertaken to ^ ^^^' ^*^* 
write the Hlfiory of the Monothelites 

Cc\\ and the Defence of Honor iiu (c) Amon. De:{aUier. mft. Mm, 
fcemeth to be the principal motive ^'*^' '^^*' 
to that undertaking. Yet fo great 
is the power of Truth, and fuch, in this cafe, is the 
plainnefs of it, that, in the Apologift himfelf, we find 
thefe conceffions : That the Pope (tf) was condemned f ^ J id.ib.f. 
by the Council, and that the Council was not to be 2^^225,226. 
blamed t ; that Pope Leo the Jecoffci owned both the 1 218. 
Council and the Sentence, and that Honor ius was Sen- 
tenced as an Heretick. * He would abate this guilt by * id. p. 220, 
laying ( ^ ) that Hondrius erred as a private Perfon^ (b) p. 207,, 
and not as.H^ad of the Churchy becaufe his Efifile was 2°^> 
hortatory, and not compulfive. It is true, he' erred 
not as Head of the Church, for fuch he was not, nei- 
ther as fuch was he owned. But he erred as a publick 
perfon and with Heretical obftinacy. YotPope Leo^ as (cjid.p.nz. 
he noteth, faid concerning him, that he had wade it hu^^^J^^l^ 
hujtnefs to betray and fubvert the Holy Faith, (c) Utamfidem 

Now this matter of Faft fufficeth for the refuting/^^^^J^J^ 
all the fallacious reafonings of the patrons of Papal in- ^"^^^ ^^, 
falltbility. For all muft agree that they are not un-/aw>,f 123. 

E erring 



2(y Of a Guide in Matters of Faitk 

{d) Soer. erring Guides who aftmlly est. Tte Siiur de Balzac (/) 
chrifi-fj^Q. mocks at the weakae& of one of the Romijh Fathers 

who offered four reafons to prove that the Duke D' 
Efpermn was not returned out of Eftgland : AncJ of- 
fered them to a Gentlemaa who had feen him fmec 
Q/x^^y hi$ return. 

£09^. K There feemeth nofitnefs in the cooflituting of fuch ai 

Guide ; nor any mceffity for it. 

Had it been agreeahle to Gods Wildom, his Wifdom 
would not have been wanting to it fel£ God having 
made Man a Rea£3nable Creature, would not make void 
- the ufe ^ deUberation^ and the freedom of his judg- 
nient. There is no vertuc in the Afient^ where the 
Eye is forced open, and the Light held dire£bly to it. 
It is enough that God, the rewanfer of them who be- 
lieve, ham given Mcttfufficicnt fecwhies, andfufficient 
means. 

And, feeing HoUae& is as neceffany to the pleafuig^ 
of God, and to the peace of the. World^asi Union in Do- 
ctrine C to wlwich there is too frequendy given? a Kfe- 
lefe Ailenc ; ) feeing there muft be Chriftian; Obedience 
as long as there is a Church ; feeing ( as the Guide in 
^ l^^K Anm. Controverjy * himfelf urgeth ) tbeCatholick Church and 
"^^l^^'^^' all thefam of it are believed^ in the Creed^ to he Fhhy 

as well as Orthodox j We ask not the Romanifts asr im- 
pertinent Queftion when we defire them to tell us, 
why ^ tx:ss»m to infalUbi&y in the jtuc^ment, rathei: 
thaQ irrer]ftibkne£s in the pious choice of the Will, is 
to be, by Heaven, provided in the Church ? Both 
feem a kmd of Deltination of equal neceffity. 
froP^ V. But, though the Reformed^ efoedaJiy thofe of the 
^ Church of England^ fee no necemty for an* infdiibfe , 

Quid!;,, mx befisve theite is cMie o» tte face of the Earth, 
y^t they da mt rej^ all. Eccleftafikat Guidimce j but al^ 

Ww i$ ^at ^Q i£t matters, of Difeipline and Order ; 

and 
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^nd fome place alfo (^ though not that of an unerring 
Judge ) in Matters ot Faith. 

At the beginning of the Reformation the Prote-^ 
flantSy though they rcfufed the judgment of the Pope 
their Enemy, yet they declined not the determination 
of a Council. And, in the Aflembiy at Amhurgh^ the 
R^manifts and Proteflants agreed in a Council as the 
Umpire of their publick difference. At this the Pope ' 
was fo akrumed ( faith the Sieur de Mezeray * ) that he ^J^fl./^^ 
wrote to the Kings of France and England^ " that he * ' 
^' would do all they would defire, provided they hin- 
*^ dred t he calling of a Council. 

In the Reformation of the Church cf England gttzx. 
regard was had to the Primitive Fathers and Councils. 
And the aforefaid French Hiflcrian was as much mi- 
fiakeft in the affairs of Our Churchy when he feid of 
our ReIigion,that if was a medly of the Opinions of Calvin 
and Luther 1^ ^, ) as he was afterwards in the affiiirs (a) Mei.Hift. 
of our '52^^/^, when he fa id King James was elededzt ^-'548. 

the Gnild-^hall King of E. gland . ^.) • (b)U.ib. A. 

The Rmamifts reprefent us very falfly, whilfl: they *^°B- 
lftx upon us a private Sjpirit, as it (lands in oppofitioa to 
the Authority of the Catholick Church. 

Mr. Alahafler (c) exprefleth one motive to his TO ^e% 
converfion to the Rowan Owxtch in thefe Words ij^^^^ ^J"JJ] 
^* Weigh together the Spoufe of Chr ift, with L«^i&^r,^!7i/i2/ 

Calvin^ Meian£thon : Oecumen ical Councils with pri- - 

vate opinions. The Reverend and Learnbd Fathers 
^' mth AriuSy Aetius^VigilantiuSj Men always in their 
*'fime Burned for Hereticks [of which Words^ the ^^ 

former are felfe reafoning, the latter are falfe Hiftpry . ] \ . ** 
The Bifliop of MeaH:>c ( ^) reafons after the UxsLttdJCinfer. 
fallacious manner, ^ Suppofing a Proteftant to be cf J^^lcf'^ 
** tliis perfwafiort that he can umderftand the Scriptures 
^ better than all the reft of the Church together, of 

Ex which 
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which perfwafion he faith very truly, that it exalteth 
Pride, and removpth Docility. 
( d ) R.H.An^ The GuiJe in Controverjies ( ^/ ) puts the Queftion 
^^iTtU wrong in thefe terms. "Whether a Proteftant, ia 
"'' *• ' ec refufmg the fubmiirion of his judgment to the Au- 
*^ thority or Infallibility of the Catholick Church iH 
/ ^* her Councils, can have, in feveral Articles of ne- 
" cellary Faith,, wherein the fenfe of Scripture is con*- 
" troverted, as fure a Foundation of his Faith, as he 
/ . *' who fubmits his judgment to the forefaid Authori- 
" ty, oralfo Infallibility ? Here the Catholick Church 
is put in place of the Romany Authority and Infallibi- 
lity are joyned together j and it is fuggefted dillioneftly 
concerning the Reformed, that they lay afide the Ai> 
thority ot the Catholick Church in her general Coun- 
cils. Authority may be owned where there is no in- 
fallibility ; for it is not in Parents Natural or Civil : ~ 
Yet both teach and govern us. 

If others Vejeft Church- Authority, let them who 

are guilty of fuch diforderly irreverence, fee to it. The 

Chriftfans of the Church of Engldnd are of another 

Spirit. Of that Church this is one of the Articles: 

Art. 20. " The Church bath power to decree Rites and Cere^ 

" monies,and Authority in Controverfies oi Faith .Thtrt 
*MrSeidenin^^ IS a Queftion ( faith Mr. S el Jen * ) about that Ap- 
^htsxioiuqmes', a jj^^ concerning. the power of the Church, whether 
<iFwi Church. * thefe words [of haying power m Controverfies of 
Stf^.5- " Faith] were not ftolen in. But, it's moft certain^ 

" they were in the Book of Articles that was confirmed j 
^^ though, ia fome Editions, they have been left out. 
t^^^^ They, were fa in Dr. Mockefs'\ ^ but he is to be con- 
^^;,^y,^j^*ftdered in that Edition as a private Man. Now this 
'Article does not make the Churcli an infallible Guide 
in the Articles of Faith, but a Moderator in the Con- 
troverfies about Faith. The Church doth not aflume 

that 
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that Authority to it feJf in this Article which, in the 
foregoing * ^it denied to the Churches of Jerufalem^'^^^^^^' ^9* 
Alexandria^ Antiocb and R<tme. When per verfe Men will 
raile fuch Controverfies, who isfo fit, for Peace fake, to 
interpofe, as that Church where the Flame is kindled ? 
There can be no Church without a Creed ; and each 
particubr Church ought to -believe her Creed to be 
true, and, by confequence, muft exercife her Autho- 
rity in the defence of prefumed Truth. Otherwife 
ihe is not true to her own conftitution. But flill flie 
ads under the caution given by St, Juguftine. (^a)( d) s.Aug.' 
" You bind a Man.onEarth : Take heed they be juft tj/];^^.: 
" bonds in which you retain him. For Juftice will 16. 
" break fuch as are Unjufl in funden And whileft the 
Churchof£iigA7»//challengeth this Authority, fliedoth 
not pretend to it from any I'upernatural gift of infallibili- 
ty, but fo far only as Ihe believes Ihe hath fincerely 
followed an infallible Rule. For of this importance 
are the next words of the Article before rem.embred. 

>^ It is not Lawful for the Church to ^w-dain 

any thing that is contrary to Gods Word' written. 

And befides the fame it ought not to enforce 

any thing to be believed for neceflity of Salvati- 
on (/.) ib) Art. 10.^ 

After this manner the Church of England aflerteth 
her own Authority ; and flie runs not into any cxtream 
about the Authority of Councils , or the Catholick 
Church. 

We make Confeffion of the Ancient Faith exprefled 
in the Apoftofical, Nicene, or Conftantinopolitan and 
Athanafian Creeds. The Canons of forty rejeft the 
Herefie of Socims as contrary to th^ frjt four general 
Councils ( c. ) Our very Statute-Book hath refpeft to ( c ; can. y. 
them in tne adjudging of Herefie. (^) Yet our Church ^^^ ' ^'t- ^ 
:ftill teacheth concerning them (^),that *^ things by them (e; Art.zu 
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^ ordained have neither Strength nor Authwity, unle^ 
^^ it may be declared that they be taken out of Holy 
" Scripture. 

When Controverfies arife,efpeciaily when the doubts 
concern not fo much the Article of Faith it fclf, as the 
Modes of it, we grant to fudi venerable Aflemblies 
a Potiority cf Judgment .- Or if we aflent not, yet for 
Peace fake we are humbly filent : We do not altogether 
refufe their Umpirage. We think their Definitions 
good Arguments againft unquiet Men who are chiefly 
moved by Authority. We believe them very ufefui 
in the Controverfies betwixt us and the Church of Rome ; 
and as often as they appeal to Primitive Fathers and Coun- 
cils ; to Fathers and Councils we are willing to go with 
them,and to be tryed by thofe who were nigher to the A- 
poftles, in the Qualky of Witnefes rather than Judges. 
We believe that in matters of Truth of which we are 
already well perfwaded, there may be added by the 
Suffrages of Councils and Fathers^ a degree of Corro* 
^ E;.T 1 8.G(w- boration to our Aflent. In fum we fay with S. Jufline * 

oii %Si ^^^ ^^^^ '^ /fCmtcils in the Church rfGvda mofi whole-, 
rimam - ejfe fome {^though mt an htfalliile} Authority. And if S. Gregory 
Authmtatm. jSfazianzen never few ( as he faith ) a happy effeit of 
(a) Greg. Nai^ any Synod , (^0 *^bis came not topafs from the Nature 
fmim^ ^^ of the means as not conducive to that end, but from the 

loofcnefs of Govcrmnent, and the depraved manners 
of the Age 10 which he lived : For fuch were the times 
of f^alens the Emperour. 

Iris true, there are fome among us, though not of 
us^whoj^with difikinful infolence5contemn all Authority ; 
even that of the Sacred Scripture it felf. Thefe pre- 
tend to an infallible Light of immediate and pcrfond 
Jftevdation, it hath tapned according to the Proverb, 
^cveary Man of them hat"h a Pope within htm. Henry 
Mchcks fH^d up many vain ignorant people with this 
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Proud Imagination. Hetherington a- Mcchanick, about 
the end of the Reign of King James^ advanced this no- 
tion of Perfonal IntaUibility . His followers believed they 
coQld not err in giving deliberate Sentence in Religion 
(a^ And this was the principle o^Wjnftanley and the firfl (^yseeD^. 
Quakers, though the Leaders, fmce they were enr- f^^r 
bodied, have m part rorlaken it. 

But thcfe Enthufiafts have intituled the Holy Spirit 
of God to their own Dreams. They have pretended to 
Revelations which arc contrary to one another. They 
can be Guides to themfelvcs only, becaufe they cannot 
by any fupernatural fign prove to others that they , 
are infpired. 

And fuch Enthufiafm is not otherwife favoured in *c«ic.X4r; 
the Church of £;i?g/^;>^/ then by Chriftian pity, inconfi- ^^ '^- , 
dleration of the infirmity of Huniane Nature ; but in jm.cJ^!^ 
the Church oi Reme^ it hath been j&voured to that De- A^^.;. 291- 
gree, that it hath founded many Orders and Religious qu/b^/^J eo- 
Houfes, .and givetj Reputation to fome Doftrines, and rum Domitm 
canoniz'd not a few Sjatiitts amongft them. The In- ^j^^^^^^ 
fyiniionof S.HildegarJis^yS. Catharine of S/ena^ Ecdefia tnfph 

and many others feemeth to have been vapour making ^^^<^ i?«^ 
impreflSon on a devout fency : Yet the Church of ^I^/^\ 

• ^"^ • f 1 » f ^m* f t t t verity per at 

Rome m a Council under Leo the Tenth, hath too much mos frophetan^ 
encouraged fuch diftemper as prophcfie *. Wp^^^^a' 

ptadkatcrum 

For private Reafon^ it is the handmaid of Faith j we frincefs spi- 
ufe it, and not Ycperately from the Authority of the ^S'Jr 
Chjurch, but as a help in diftinguifhing true n'om ^Ife guere^profhetas 
Authority. And info plain a cafe as Herehe,if our Church ^^^^h^^^^ 
thinketh a private Man may without an infalli- buhjmmU'^^ 
ble Guide on Earth judge aright of it, it does but mendaciumgre- 
believe as Pofe Adrian believed, as he profefled in a SuT^ 
Synod at Rome^ of which profeffion report is made dH minima, 
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t ^rw. N/V. 2. in the fecond Synod of Nir<? f. For, fpeaking of die 
^nafiafTu^^^ againft PopeMwr/W, he cxaifeth it in point 

€mm Honorio of good behaviour, becaufe it was given in the cafe of 
^Jn^jemTr ^^^^^^"' For in that cafe, and in that cafe alone, heal-^ 
^diaum^b'Oyh lowed Inferiors ( fo he was pleafed to call the Ori- 
entanbusyfcieh' ental Bifliops) to reje£t the corrupt fenfe of thofe who 
is S ''^ are fuperior to them. .... 

%fer harefiac- I Will haften to the next PropoHtion, after I have 
c«72rm, prop- added one thing more which relates to the guidance of 
UmUcim^eft Ecclefiaftical Authority : And it is this. Thofe of the 
minoribusma-\jn\^xr\QA Laity who are Members of the Church of 
^ZTbtref^ ^ngland^VJ^ much more of^the juft guidance of Ecclefi- 
ftai^U vei pra- aftical Authority than the like order of Men in the 
1^/^ftm' Church of Rome. For the Authentick Books of that 
Jjysli"^^ Church being all written in the Latin Tongue, the il- 
literate People refolve their Faith into the ability and 
Jbionefty of their Confeflbr or Parifli Prieft. They take 
it upon his word, that this is the Dofltrine, this the 
Difcipline, this the Worfhip, of their Church. Where- 
as each Minifter in our Church can direft the People 
to the Holy Bible, to the Books of Homilies, Articles, 
Canons, Common-Prayer, Ordination, as fet forth 
in their native Tongue , by publLck Authority. Of 
this they may be aflured by their own Eyes, as many as 
can but competently read. They do not only take this 
from the mouth of a Prieft, but from the Church it 
/felf. ' Where the Laws of the Church and the Statutes 
of the Civil Government are written in an unknown 
Tongue, there the Unlearned depend more upon private 
than publick Authority ; for they receive the Law 
from particular Priefts or Judges. 

Though Ecclefiaftical Authority be a help to our 
Faith, yet the Holy Scripture is theonly infallible Rule 
of it ; and by this Rule and the Minifterial Aids of the 
Cliriftian Church, we have fufficient 'means without 
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Submiffion to papal Infallibility^ to attain to certain- 
ty in thai: Faith which is generally neceflary to Sal- 
)jjition. 

I do not mean that, by believing the whole Canon 
of the Scripture in the grofs, we thereby believe all thc^ 
ncceflary Articles of the Faith, becaufe they are there- 
in contained. That looks^^too like a fallacy j and it . 
giveth countenance to aq ufelefs Faith* For he that be- 
lieves on this manner, hath as it were fwallow'd a Creed 
in the lump only, whereas it is neceflary for a Chf iftian 
to know each particular Article and the general Nature 
and Tenidency of it, Otherwifc his Faith will not have a 
di(lin£t influence upon his Chriftian behaviour to which 
ifit were not ufeful,it were not neceflary. To believe in 
general as the Scripture believes, is with the Blind and 
Flexible Faith of a Romanifi^ to believe at adventure. 
He believes as his Church believes, but he knows not 
what is the belief of his Church; and therefore is not 
inftrufted by that Faith to behave himfelf as a Meinbcr 
01 It, ^ 

m 

The Scripture is that rule of Faith wliich ^iveth us 
all the particular Articles which are neceflary tp eter- 
nal Life, 

By this rule the Primitive Fathers govern'd them- (d) a. jiiex. 
felves, and this they commended to the Churches. And ^V'T ^* ^^' 
Clemens Alexandrims (a) does in terms, call the Con- A^,^i qL^ 
fent of the Old and New* Teftament the Ecdefiafikal ^^^ ^(^^ & 
Cation^ and the Touchfione of true and falfe. I will not fi'^^^^y ^ 
jmultiply Teftimonies J enough of them are already col- \^ji&v xtm- 

•leaed \by %)'v.Dave' 

I will rather purfue the Argument before me, iiinlm' d^fudlce 
thsk three A ffertioni. (3nmn'ifidct. 

Firfl^ a Proteftant without the fubmiflion of his Judg- ^^ ^j/ jj^f J: 
ment to the Roman Church, may be certainly 'dircfted Fank fan. 4. 
t^ the Canonical Books of Holy Scripture, ^^- 2- ^3^°- 

'^ F Secondly^ "- 
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Secondly^ He may without fuch fubmiffion, fufficicra- 
ly undcrftand the Rule of Faith, and find out the Senfe 
of fuch places in thofe Canonical Books, as is neccHary ta 
the belief of a true Chriftian. 

Thirdly J This rule of Faith is the principal means. <iS 
Union in Faith in the Chriftian Church. 
Affert. I. Firft^ a ?r(i/(?7?tfi?/ without the fubmiflfion of his Judg- 
ment to the Roman Church may be certainly direfted 
to the Holy Scriptures. 

It is commonly faid by Men of the Remampet^si^zdony. 
but injudicioufly enough, that wc may as well receive 
our Creed fronj them, as we do our Bible. The Scrihs 
and Pharifees might have (aid the like to the People of 
the Jews. But with the good Text, they conveigheA 
down to them a very falfe glofs^ and mifmterpreted the 
Prophe(ies,as meant of a pompous temporal Mejftah. But, 
for the Reformed, they have received neither Creed 
nor Bible from the Church of Romci The firft enumera* 
tion of thofe Books they find in the Apofiolical Canons^, 
and in thofe of the Council of Laodkea ; no Weftern 
writings. They have received the Scriptures from the 
Univer&l Church of all J^ts and Places, the Copies 
of them having been as widely difperfed as the Chrifti'^ 
ans themfelves. And they receive them not from the 
in&Uibility of any particular Church, but upon the 
validity of this fute principle, that all the Chriftian 
World, fo widely difperfed, could not poffibly confpire 
m the impofing of falfe Books upon them. 

For particular Churches, we may, of all others fuf- 
pe£t the Roman j in reference to the Scriptures. For 
what fmcerity of deaiins may we hope for from fuch a 
Cabal of Men as has K>rgea decrees of Councils and 
Popes, obtruded upon the Wold Apocrjrphal Books 
as Bopks Canonical, purged out of the writings of the 
Fathers fuch places as w«rc contrary to their Inno- 
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vattons i depredcd thcf Origitiak under an iittferfeft 
L»tin Copy, and left on parpofe in that Co^^ fomd 
places nncorre^d for the fej'ving of tutfts.- For ea^' 
ample fafte, th^ have not either intl:^ BM^e of lSi:itas^ 
at in thtt of ClettieMt (both which, thoagh in Wara- 
gainfl each other, are made their Omon) changed 
the word I Shi} in the third of Geuejis , ( * ) {ot ( » ) Cta.'i, 
[That, or, He. 3 ' Bat, contrary to the Hdrdo^Teti^ '*• 
to the Tranflation of the Seventy, to the Readings 
of the Fathers, they perfift in rendring of it after this 
manner j Sb^ fhaff ireak thy Head, They belieVe this 
Reading tendeth moft to the Honor of the ble(!ed Vii^in, 
whom they are tod-iftiich inc!|ined to exalt, in the C^aK- 
ty of a Motk^, above her ^n. The En^'tfl) Tranfl 
lation of Doway hath followed this plain and partial 
carruptiofl. 

Sectndlyy k- Proteftant may without Subnuflion of Ajfert^ It' 
his judgment to- the Roman Church, find out, in the 
Booklpf ^ly Scripture^ the neceffey Articles of Chri* 
flian Faithi. .. . . - r . 

Two thingi^te here fuppc^d j and both of ehcnt art 
true. 

/%y?, Tfeat the^ StJriptutts contain in th^itt aff tfei 
necclSrjrAirtictes' of oar faitlv . : : . • 

Secondly; Tfiat thefe^e of the W^Ms^irf wfeieK ifiefe , 
Articles^ tfe expife^ iti Scripture ^ay Be ftftlMd our by 
a Protellans, without the ^mi(fiofiof his judjgineitt 
to the Papacy. - • . 

Pirfi, The Scriptures ebntaisi iij them a9thc!tt!c«ffii»t 
Artideso^tliefaith. Thisistru^tftheS<*it»ttir€fethfem- 
fetves be-fo : Fof this they WiteeCs*.' St Pdut (i) ' faftH * ^ s. fob. 
€f the Old Teftamenr, ^ expounded of Chriff, tlhaf c°'2?°'^^* 
it "was able tonu^aMmiWi^utttoSaf^tioh. Much (b) kur^a. 
more maty Ais be afhrntd of the ehtuw Canon. Thij » 5» «^. '7- 
ApofiJes preachNt tkwi «iee6l&rtes' to Sialv^xdod, and 
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'^iren.l.^.c.i. what they had preached they wrote down * concern*^ 
t Buf. Hifi. ing the manner of it, Eufehius may be confulted f. For 
fee/./. 2. CI 4- ji^g Primitive Fathers, they allowed the Scriptures tx^ 

be a fuffieient Rule. Irenaus faid of them they were 
• ir^. A 2. c. ^^/^^ * . and of the words of St. Aujiine this is the fenfe ; 
^.cbr^'.L ^* Among thofe things which are plainly fet down in 
2.C 9. <^ Scripture, all thofe things are to be found which com- 

" preherid Faith and Good Manners. Nay, the Rowanijfs 
themfel^s a^ttempt to, prove their very additional. Ar- 
ticles out of the Bible. That there are in it the Articles 
of the Apoftolical Creed, is evident enough to a com- 
njon Reader. But how the Romijh Articles fhould be 
found in that Bible which .was written fome hundreds 
of years before they >yere indented, is a riddle beyond 
the skill of 4(>^//e?. 

Secondly^ the fenfe of the Scriptures, in matters ne- 
ceflary to Salvation, may be found oyt by Men of the 
Reformed Religion, without Sidbmiffion to Rmah In- 
fallibility. Tlw Ltarned kno\y the Ori^nals, and the 
true ways of Interpretation. And amongft us, thofe 
of the Epifcopal Clergy have obliged the World with 
fuch an Edition of the Bible in many Languages as was 
not before extant in the Reman Church* And a Rmaniji 
who writes with great maftery in fuch matters, pre- 

J-Mais^e/i For thofc of the Laity who are Unkarned, they 
j%^fius mnfk have before them a Tranjlatkn y^liAxh: errs not in the 
^St'&tT Faith/ And the phrafes arc not fo obfcure^ but that,by 

fiudy and Mitiifierial helps, they may underftand them. 
; They have, bdfore them, aiTranflation' Which errs 
not in the Faith. Of this tl^-/>tf/i4/i^jand ./^ififc/^ miay 
be convinced by comparing theTranflaticMis of James 
(de Vqragtne^ and the Divines of JJmain with thofe of 
Siniorl)iodati^ and Oliyetan mCalvip. And the En^ 

lifii may receive fiitisfa^ion i# thi$ oip^tter by copipa- 

'/' ' : ' \ ^ * ring. 
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ring their Tispflation with that of Dotvay. In all of 
therfi they will iSlnd the fame Fundamental Do<9Tines 
of Faith. And were there any fuch material alteration 
made in our Bible, it would appear by the notorious 
iiconfiflence of one part of the Canon with another : 
It would have been, long ago, detefted, and expofed to 
publick ftiame, both by. the Ron/anijis and the other Dif* 
fenters from our ComnHinion. But the foriner are not 
able to produce one inftance ; and the latter agree 
with us in the ufe and excellence of the Tranflation, 
though in other things, they extr^imly differ from us : 
And who'e they do but dream we err they forbear not to 
proclaim it.Id fo much that a diffibrence in theXranflations 
of the Pfaker which concerns ^ot jFaith or Manners^ and iSee uook^Etd. 
a fuppofed defefl: in the Ta^t^le for keeping Eafter have J^ *«»t^^- 
been made by them publick Objedions * and ftumbling * mtThs. 
blocks in the way to their Conformity. It is true, there feMe(Aie def^n 
is a Remnijt who hath raved againft the Bible of the ^'^"'^f-'^ 
Reformed, in;;thefe extravagant words (j{)*'TheSefta-(^^.^-*- Hp- 
^' ries have as many different Bibles, in Canon^ Ver- ^^^p^^ 

" fion, and fenfe, as are days in^ the year. The i66^! e. ii.f. 

" Sedhurian Bible is no more the Word of God then 3*' ^9* - 
" the Alcoran^ Almanackj or ^fofs Fables. Of great 
corruptioh^ he fpe^ in general, but his rnadnefe has 
admitted of fo much caution, that he forbears the men^ 
tion of any one particular place. 

The Learned Romanifis underfland much better, and 
the Ingenuous Will confefs it. And they are not ig-. • 

norant that we Tranflate from the Original Tongues^ 
after having compared the Readings of the moft Ancient 
Cq)ies, and of the Fathers : Wmift they Tranflate the^ 
Bible from the Vulgar Lathy which, indeed, in the New 
Teftament is a tolerable, but in the Old, a very imperfeft 
Verfion. If our 'Englijh Bible were turjiied into any 
one of the Modem Tongues by a Judicious Romamfi who 

could. 
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could keep Council^ it tvouM pais amoDgil: tnatiy of 

that Church for a good jCatholick Tranflatlon. And 

diis is^ the rather^ my ^ttw^ion^ becaufe I have read, 

(a) Hijime ill Father Simon [ay) that not unplea^t dory con- 

crinjucxh ccrning the Tranflation of Mr. Rene Bendift a Doftor 

as:p 392,^93. ^^ jj^ p^^^j^ ^ P^^^ ^j^jg j^Q.^j^ l^j obfervcd that 

a new Latin Tranflation of ih^ Organon of Ariftotle'^ 
, performed :by a perfoil who underftood not the Greek 
Tongue,had becti very well received: Upon this occafion 
lie was moved to turn the BU>le into the French Tongue, 
though he was ignorant of thofe of the Greek and He-- 
hrew. Fat the accompliihbigof thisDefign, he ferved 
himfelf upon the French TtanflatiM of Geneva j changing 
only a few words^ and putting others of the ftme fignifi- 
<:ation in their room. But, it feems, he was not exa<9: 
enough in this change of words. For he having over- 
. loc4ira fome words which were yfed by the Genevians 
and i^ot the Romanics, a diicoVery was made by the 
Divines rf Paris j snd this Edition of the Bible was con- 
demned by then)) though pubUihed under the name 
4>f one of their Brethren. 

I do not fay that fuch pkpes of Scripcvnre as contain 
Matters of Faith^ are plain to every Man. But thbfe 
who have a competence of capacity, who are not pre- 
judiced ag^inft the Truth, who pray to God for hi* 
aflTiftance, who attend to what they read, who ufe the 
Minifterial helps which are offered to them, fhail find 
enough in Holy Writ to Guide them to everlafting 
life. In fmding out the krdk d the Scriptures, tm 
Church gives them help, but it doc$ ntft, by its Au- 
thority, obtrude the fenfe .uik)n them. The Guides of 
it are as ExpofitcMrs and School-Maftws to them : Atd 
by comparing phrafe with phrafc, and j^e with 
place, and by other iii^irways, they Miach them- hew 
[ «o judgeof thiP ra^^hingthemlelres.. - they give them 
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figlrt Into the nature of the Doftrine, they do not re- 
quire them to take it upon truft. They endeavour to 
open their underftandings that they may, thcmfclves, 
underftand the Scriptures. And if they cannot thenj- 
felves underftand the Doflrine, it will be of little ufc 
to them in their lives,. For they then believe in ge- 
neral that it is a neceflary Truth j but what Truth it 
is or for what ends it is necef&ry y they apprenend 
not. A Foolilh Mafter in the Mathewaticks may re- 
quire his SchoUars to take it • upon his word . that a^^ 
Problem is demonft rated : But a wife and ufeftil teacher 
will give them light into the manner of the demonftra* 
tion, in fuch* fort, that they themfelves ftiaH at kft 
be able to judge that it is truly performed : And till 
they can do this, they are not inftrufted. St. Hierom 
relates it in praife of Marcella a Roman Lady (^,) that (a) g. Hiermi- 
fhe would not receive any thing from him after the Py^rJI^ ^^ • 
thagorean manner, or upon bare Authority. She would, ^^^odat. 
with fuch care examine all things, that Shefeemed to - vtfemiren^ 
hins not fo much his SchoUar as his Judge. 'Sfi^bi^ha^ 

It is certain that there are great depths and obfcinre bm qmn /»• 
Myfteries in the Holy Bible. But the Doftrines of J«^^/i*^ 
Chriftian Faith arc, to the fincere and induftrious and ^^'^ ^' 
£2di as wait on God in the way of the Reformed Church, 
fufficiently plain. But to the Idle, theprgudiced^ the 
captious, LightTt fclfis Darknefe. ^ 

The Romanifts affright with this pretence c^ ob- 
feuri(y and profoundnels ; as if we muH not adventure 
into any part of the Waters, becaufc in fome places, wc 
may go beyond our depth* If there are hani and difficult ] \ 

places which the VnfiaSle vorefl ; who requh^d their 
meannefs to make a judgment of that for which they J 

fldight perceive themfelves to be infufficient? Butwhilft 
St. Peter fpeaketh of fome few , places in St. Paufs^ 
writings wjiich are obfcure, . he does, . at the faine time, 

foppofe: ; ^ ^ 
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fuppofe many, others to be plain enough for the cap** 
cities of the Unlearned. And if they be evil Men, 
though very Learned, they will wreft the plainefl; 
• s. HUrm.in pkces ; and ( as fome did in St. Hieroms * days ) they' 
fiff^ will draw violently to their private fenfe a Text of 
intwgru^ Ap- Scripture which is incongruottfly, and with reledance 
^^^ ^'T* applied to it. 

vOumatem fw ^' ^ ^^^ ^^ Sefts of Chriftians cite the Scriptures ; 
amS.Scriptu- but that docs not prove the obfcurity of thofe Sacred 
^^^^^^^ writings : It rather Ihews the^ Partiality, Boldnefs, and 
^^ ^ ' Sophiffry of thofe who alledge them. All Laws are 
> obfcure if this Argument hath force in it. For every 

Man, in his own cafe, has the Law on his fide. Men 
take up their opinions and Herefies from other reafons j 
and then, becaufe the name of Scripture is venerable, 
they rake into the feveral Books of it, and they bend 
and torture places, and force them on their fide by 
unnatural conftruftion. So do the Socinians^ produ- 
cing all the niceties of Grammar and Criticifm in a mat- 
(dO K. H. ter of Faith. Yet the Guide in Controverfies ( ^ ) 
Girirff,e?<;. ufgtjj [^ 35 pj^ Argument againft the plainnefs of this 

37oi3r7>3%''^^^^ of Faith, that the Socinians cite the Holy Scrip* 
^c. tures in favour of their Herefie. But is not this Ar- 

gument two-edged ? And will it not cut as well on the 
* other' fide, and do Execution againft the' words, of 
Fathers and Coxmcils, andthe Apoftotical Creed it felf ? 
For the Socinians ( thofe efpecially who are turned 
Arians') fince Petavius !hatti furi!^ftied them with 
Quotations, will cite the writings d£ the Ancients: 
^V.Cwfefs. And Slichiingius^ z mcrt Socinianj * hath expounded 
-^^^J^;/^- every Article of the Creed in a fenfe. agreeable "tp the 
p«&«. c/c. Herefie of his Mafter. ^ . 

But, if the Scriptures were fd obfcure in ncceflary 
matters, what remedy would be adminiftred 'by the 
Roman Church ? They cannot offer to u&any Ancient ; 
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infallible expofition. What the Antients have faid, 
the Reformed generally underftand much better then 
Popes, amongft whom there have been fome who could 
fcarce read the Holy Gofpel in Latin. For the, Fathers 
of the earlieft: -Ages, they were more bufied in wri- 
ting againil Herefies, then in explaining of Scriptures. 
Nor, to this day hath the Roman Church, given any 
Authentick Collection of Expofitions , either of the 
Ancients or of her own. And if we muft go to any 
Church for a comment on the Scriptures, let tlie Reman 
be one of our laft Refuges. For it is manifeft that the 
Key the Papalins ufe, is the Worldly Polity of that 
Church. And as they like, fo they interpret. Had 
not they governed themfclves by this art, we (hould 
not have found in the writings of their Popes, and 
in the very Canon Law it felf, thofe words which 
Wwe fpoken to y^r^wi/^^ expounded of the Supremacy 
€S the Bilbop of Rome ^J^a ) I have fet thee overC^; V.hmoa. 
** Kings f to root out , to pluck up, and to deftroy. }: ^^ f^^- 
(I) The Donatifis found their Church in thefefjI^.'.Vb'S^.i 
words of the Canticles^ "Tell me ( thou whom7iA/-8£;.2r. 
" my Soul loveth) where thou feedeft ,• where ^^ovl^'^^^^ 
*^ makeft thy Flock to reft at noon. For they tx-^p.pi.ymBuh 
pounded this ( as it liked them beft ) of the Flock of (^ cmt.i^Eiix. 
their party in the Southern Country of ^rica. Such ZiT^i^o!''' 
Eacpounders of Scripture are thofe Popifh Writers, who ft) JerenL 
interpret [ Fee J my Sheep ] of the Univerfal Monarchy '• ' ^ 
of the Bifhop of Rome^ and conclude that a Pallor muil 
drive away Wolves or depofe Princes hurtful to tb^ ^ 
Church* ^^ But the (training of fuch Metaphorical ex* 
^^preffions (as an excellent Perfon ^ iaith ) proves *D.Kt/)^iV} 
** only that they want better proofi. And, by a Kte J^'j^- ^• 
^ way of interpretation, from tlw iisune Text it might'! ^''' 
^ be coiKludedr that all Cbnftians are Fook, becaufe 
^ $heep are fiUy Creatures. 
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No expofitions are more befides the fenfe of tfie 
Text, or more ridiculous, then fome of thofe which 
may be found in the Authentick Books of the Roman 
Church. And thofe who compofed t^em appear to have 
looked afquint on the Scriptures. For whilft they 
looked on them , they feem to have looked anotba 
way. I will inftance only in a few of thofe many ab- 
furd expofitions , with which the Roman Breviary 
abounds. 
The words of the Angel to the Holy Virgin [a 
W Dmin. in- Sword fliall go through thine own ^oul alfo ] are (^^) iiN 

^.S^oSl^^^'^pr^te^^* t^^t word of God which isquickand power- 
noua'%.p. ful, and Iharper then any two-edged Sword- And this 
'^5- fenfe is^ defigned as an evafion of their reafcojir^, who 

from that Text, conclude concerning the blefled Virgin, 

^ that (he died, and was not miraculdufly afTumed. The 

oi^S ffi Afcenfion o(Elias is thus expounded- ( i) " He was taken 

Ufkf.^3: ^^ Up into the aerial, not the artherial,. Heavens • jfrom 

" whence he was dropped in an obfciire place on Earth', 

"there to remain to the end of th^t Worlds and then 

tiP^.^'3^ " to expire with it: They fay f of fo^; '^That when^ he 

JU^.8./>.447. fpake pt a Btrd^ and of her path tn the Atr^ he, by a 

" figure, called Chrift a Bird, and, by the motion of 
'^ it in the Air, figured alfo our Lordis Afcenfion. 

We may perceive, by thefe few Inftances, what an 

entrance into the fenfe of Scripture is like to be givett^ 

whilft a Pope has the Key of Knowle(%e in his keep* 

tog. 

ASert. III. thirdly^ If Men would ufe the Church as their Mi- 

nifterial Guide, and admit of the Scripture as the only 

Rule by which all Matters of Faith are to be meafured,' 

they would agree in the proper means to the blefled end 

of Unity in the Faith. This was the perfwafios'^of 

♦5.^tt^.c««^Stw.4ll/?/«f who thus applieth himfelf to Ma^iminus *; 

Mrx/.3. *^ Neither ought I at this time to alledge tlw Oxindt 

"of 
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of Nice ^ nor you that of Arminum : For neither 
am I bound to the Authprity of the one, nor you to 
that of the other. Let us both difpute with the Aur 
^ thqrities of Scripture which are Witneffes commoa 
" to both^optis* 

Whilft the Rmanifts afcribe the differences which 
arife amongft the Reformed t^ their want of an infallible 
Guide, and to tlieir different interpretations of the 
Scriptures^ they unskilfully derive effeS^s from cau fes 
which are not the natural Parents of them. There is 
(faith St. A^ifiive y ont Mother of ail ftrifes, and flie- 
is Pr/de. ' Neither doth the Scripture divide us, nor 
does the infallibility of their judge unite them. Their 
Union ( fuch as it is ) arifeth from the mighty force 
of their External Polity ; and they fpeak not different* 
ly becaufe they dare not j and the ftrength of that 
Polity arofe at firft from Romey not as the Chair of 
St. Peter hut as the Seat of the Empire^ Our divifions 
like theirs,, arife ( as all Wars'do, be they Ecclefiaftical 
or Civil } from the unruly Lulls and Paflions of Men. . 
And from thefe likewife, arife generally the mifmter- 
pretations of plain Laws, and Rules j the fenfe of 
which muft be made to chime according to the Inte- 
reft of prejudiced Men, or elfe they will not give at- 
tention to them. If the Lixfts arid Paflions of Men 
were mortified ; all Chriftians agreeing in the certain-' 
ty of the Scriptures^ though not of any Living Guide ; 
and the words. of the one being as intelligible as thofe 
of the other : All might ^ee in one Creed, and put 
an end to thofe unnecef&ry Controverfies which en- 
tangle Truth, and extinguilh Charity. 
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